
Making the 1/50 Scale Rocket  Drawings 

 

Printing images ranging from 2 to 8 feet tall can be a challenge.  If you work for a school, a 

museum, a planetarium, a municipal government, or a university, you might have access to a 

large-scale printer suitable for making exhibit graphics.  Most of those beasts need to be tested at 

least once a month, and you may be able to get the rockets printed as part of the monthly test.  If 

you have to get them printed at a professional print shop, expect it to cost between $200 and 

$300.  My prints showed the rockets surrounded by thin lines to show the edges of the actual 

files, which turned out to be very handy as I mounted them on their backings. 

 

I put mine on backings of either white, corrugated cardboard or white foam board.  The white 

foam board is a lot easier to handle, but not as stiff.  Because of limitations in where I could 

work at home, I used 20” X 30” board, meaning that the larger rockets are made in sections.  

After cutting each rocket print from the others by cutting along those rectangular edges, I 

determined where to cut each rocket to ensure that each section was at least an inch shorter than 

the board I was using, and then cut the rocket at those points.  After that I taped the rocket onto 

the backing, lining it up using the edges, allowing me to mark the board for the size of the image 

and cut off the extra, which could be used for smaller rockets or other things.    I removed the 

images and then secured them to the board with Scotch Permanent Spray Adhesive Super 77, 

which worked very well.  After allowing each rocket’s adhesive to dry overnight, I carefully cut 

each one out with a utility knife. 

 

The sections are connected by using sliders made of the same material 

placed on the back of the rocket where an audience cannot see them.  

The picture to the right shows the back of the Saturn IB, with the 

sliders holding its three sections together.  Since I also let that glue dry 

overnight, each rocket took a couple days to make.  It can be done 

more quickly if you have the space to make more than one rocket at a 

time, but allowing adhesive and glue to fully dry is very important.   

 

If the rockets will be handled by students as they are presented (as 

mine will be), additionally securing the seams with a little Velcro 

across the seam is probably wise. 

 

So…yes, the 1/50 scale rockets are a lot of work and have some cost.  

If you take care of them, though, they really last.  The originals that I 

made were still in regular use over 25 years later! 

 


